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Principal’s Message           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Season’s Greetings and Happy Holidays!  On 

behalf of the staff at Warden Avenue P.S., I 

offer best wishes for a wonderful holiday 

season.  We look forward to seeing everyone 

back at school at 8:45 on January 4th, 

refreshed and rejuvenated from having 

spent time with family and friends.  Family 

time with no homework or work scheduled 

obligations is precious – we sincerely hope 

you enjoy your time with one another, away 

from school.   

 

Thank you to everyone for your generous 

contributions to our Clothing and Toy Drive.  

Your generosity of spirit ensured that we put 

a lot of smiles on the faces of our community 

members.   The lesson of giving generously 

when we are able to is such an important one 

to pass onto our children. 

Thank you as well to our community for your 

spirited support of our holiday concert, “A 

Warden Carol”.  It was wonderful to see all 

of our families in attendance, laughing with 

and enjoying our students’ amazing 

performances.  I know that you all enjoyed 

the performance as much as our school did – 

thank you, as always, for your ongoing 

support of our school!   

        School Safety 

Thank you for continuing to respect our 

parking lot safety rules.  Parents are 

not permitted to park in either 

parking lot at any time throughout 

the day.  This ensures that students 

who are walking to and from school are 

safer, with less traffic entering and 

exiting the school parking lots.  Please 

continue to pick up and drop off your 

students at the drop-off zone, or even 

better, walk with your child to school.   

Parents are also not permitted to 

wait inside the building for their 

children at the end of the day.  Our 

building is restricted during the day to 

the students and staff of Warden 

Avenue; we must maintain this standard 

strictly so that we are always aware of 

who the adults in the building are at all 

times.  Please wait outside the proper 

exit door for your child at 

the end of the day or at 

lunch. 

We thank you for your continued 

support of student safety at Warden 

Avenue.   
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Don’t give the flu this holiday 

season 
 

Take some simple steps to keep you and 

your family healthy this flu season: 

 

  *   Wash your hands frequently:  

Approximately 80 percent of common 

infections like the cold and flu are spread 

by hands. Hand washing, when done 

correctly, is the most effective way to 

prevent the spread of infectious 

diseases.. 

  *   Get a free flu shot and get it as early 

as possible:  Through your family doctor, 

participating pharmacies or public clinics. 

Visit 

www.ontario.ca/flu<http://www.ontario.ca

/flu> to search for a clinic near you. This 

year, for the first time, children aged 2 

to 17 can get a nasal spray flu vaccine . 

  *   Cough and sneeze into your arm:  If a 

tissue isn't available, cough or sneeze 

into your arm avoiding your hands where 

infections are commonly spread. 

  *   Avoid touching your eyes and face:  

Flu germs can live on surfaces for up to 8 

hours. 

  *   Don’t share personal items such as 

drinking cups 

  *   Do the fist bump instead of shaking 

hands 

  *   Stay home when you are sick:  if you 

have the flu, avoid going to school so you 

don’t spread the flu to others. 

Dr. Jim Downey, Infection Control 

Practitioner at Toronto East General 

Hospital says “the flu is not something to 

take lightly; one in every six Canadians is 

affected by the flu annually and it can 

put you out of commission for seven to 

ten days.” 

 

 

Important Dates from Guidance 
Department 
 
Course selection time is fast approaching, 
as your son or daughter will be making 
course selections for high school very 
soon. Please have a discussion with your 
child to determine what courses they will 
be selecting for Grade 9. Consult with 
your child’s teacher if you have questions 
about Academic or Applied level courses. 
As always if you need any assistance or 
clarification please contact me at the 
school. Below are some dates to keep in 
mind when going through this process. 
 
January 29, 2016 Optional Attendance 
applications due to secondary schools – 
delivered by student/parent/guardian 
February 12, 2016 Secondary schools 
will inform Optional Attendance 
applicants by this date 
Mid to late February 2016 Course 
Selections completed via myBlueprint and 
returned to elementary 
teacher/counsellor 
February 26, 2016  All course selection 
sheets due to secondary schools – 
delivered by Elementary Counsellor 

Note: 
Only ONE course selection per student is 
submitted for 

ONE secondary school by the elementary 
school counsellor 

 

~ Mr. Tsirlis 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

For up to date information please check 

the Guidance Blog at 

http://www.eastregionguidance.blogspot.c

a 
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Rubix Cubers! 

 
One of our most popular clubs at Warden is the Rubix Cube Club, where students learn to 

systematically solve that most puzzling of games, the Rubix Cube!  This year, thanks to our 

Urban Promises volunteers, our students had the opportunity to go to observe and/or 

participate in a Rubix Cube competition!  Four of our students chose to compete, and we are 

so proud of their results in their very first competition of this type!  Special congratulations 

go to Tommy, who was the 

fastest Warden 

competitor, solving his 

cube in an unbelievable 38 

seconds.   Manuel solved a 

sub-minute at 59 seconds.   

Iffat solved her cube in 1 

minute 12 seconds, and 

Emaad solved the cube in 1 

minute 13 seconds.   

Congratulations, and we 

look forward to the Rubix 

Cube Club returning to 

Warden next year!

 

Sharing and Caring Gala 
 

Our grade 2 – 5 students had the opportunity to go to the Children’s Breakfast Club’s Annual 

Sharing and Caring Gala on November 24th.  Students walked the red carpet into the Liberty 

Grand at Exhibition Place.  Students were ushered into a room and given the opportunity to 

select two gifts – one for themselves, and one to bring back for another student at Warden.  

After the gifts, students had the chance to play in a room full of toys, watch magicians, 

dancers or singers; sing and dance, jump in a bouncy castle, or get tattoos.  The fun still 

wasn’t done – before we climbed back on the bus with our mountain of toys, students enjoyed 

a lunch of pasta, vegetables, hot 

dogs and juice.  The students were 

so excited to have the opportunity 

to not only enjoy the day, but also 

the fact that every child at 

Warden received a gift through 

their participation.  Huge thanks 

and appreciation go to the 

Breakfast Club of Canada for their 

generosity in allowing Warden 

students to have this amazing 

experience! 

 
 



 

Learn English with Us 
 

The TDSB offers free English as a Second 

Language classes in communities across 

the city, to adults who are residents of 

Canada or are applying for residency. 

Build your literacy and English language 

skills. Learn about your community and the 

services available. Prepare for further 

education, citizenship and language 

proficiency tests. Improve your 

conversation skills. Discover our bilingual 

programs, where English is taught with the 

help of other languages. 

 

Visit www.ESLtoronto.ca or call 416-338-

4300. 

 

A Small Student’s Voice  
 

Ms. Small`s class has been working on 

narratives.  The story below is an example 

of their work. 
 

The Story of Jungle Uzoma 
   

In spring in the jungle, one day there was 

a boy who had a suit made of leaves. The 

little boy’s name was Jungle Uzoma! He 

could jump like a monkey. In fact, that was 

one of his three pets. His three pets were 

a monkey, elephant and tiger. The monkey 

was funny. One day the boy told his pets 

that he would be leaving, and would come 

back on Saturday, but he didn’t. So the 

animals get off to look for him. They 

found him in the water. Luckily his leaves 

floated so he wouldn’t drown in the water. 

Monkey had an idea, he suggested they 

make a rope. So they made a rope. They 

pulled Uzoma out. Then Uzoma led his pets 

home. And when they got home, Uzoma 

gave his pets treats for saving him. Then 

they lived happily ever after. 
 

The end. 
 

~ Uzoma, grade 2 

 

A Warden Carol 
 

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard 

to support our holiday concert!  We had a 

remarkable cast and crew who put 

together an amazing show, which was run 

for a very appreciative packed house on 

December 16th and 17th.  Congratulations 

to our cast and crew.   Huge thanks also go 

out to the entire staff from kindergarten 

to grade 8, who worked so hard with their 

classes in order to put on fantastic 

performances, create the art to decorate 

the gym, or provide the music and 

choreography.   It was a great way to bid 

farewell to 2015 at Warden Avenue P.S.!   

 

Used Clothing Drive 
 

Warden Avenue’s Changemakers are 

running our clothing drive from January 

18th – 29th!  Please bring us your gently 

used and clean clothes that no longer fit 

or you no longer wear; we will collect it and 

donate it to New Circles.  New Circles is 

the organization in Toronto which will be 

providing clothing to all the Syrian 

refugees in addition to all the other 

organizations they already support, so 

their need will be even greater this year 

than usual.  We welcome any clothing 

which can be reworn by others – thank you 

in advance for giving generously! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Homework Club 
 

All students from grades 1 – 8 are 

welcome to join in our homework club, run 

every day at lunch in the library.  With the 

support of our teachers, students can go 

to the library each day from 11:30 – 12:00 

to catch up on homework, get extra help 

on assignments, study for upcoming tests, 

read, or take the time to understand a 

new concept.  This is a drop-in club, so all 

students are welcome at any time – they 

just need to come with their work!   Any 

student participating in homework club is 

welcome to eat their lunch in the lunch 

room during the later shift.  Please call 

Ms. Belter if you have any questions on 

how your child can get involved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books Were Everywhere! 
 

We were very fortunate at Warden 

Avenue Public School to receive a large 

shipment of books and were able to 

provide every JK to grade 3 student at 

Warden with three story books to take 

home for reading.  Students were able to 

choose from a variety of books and were 

absolutely thrilled to be able to take home 

books for their own library.  We were so 

happy to be able to give these books to 

our youngest students, and hope that this 

continually reminds them how much fun 

reading can be!  The photos below are of 

two of our kindergarten classes enjoying 

their books in the library just after 

choosing them. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The following students have been recognized by their teachers for demonstrating 

December’s character attribute:  Kindness and Caring.   

 

Mrs. Nick Shyanne Burke, Rayne Robinson 

Mrs. Chapman Saba Hussain, Tawhidur Rahman, Fairooz Sadaf 

Mr. Nedrick Sidona Zewge, Arsalan Khair Muhammad 

Ms. Violot Inayat Khan, Xziah Francis  

Mrs. Thomas Kirk Medas, Amber-Lynn Findlay-Pizzuti 

Ms. Small Arshan Khan, Munira Honore 

Ms. McCalla Azariah Munroe, Hanna Abdi 

Mr. Selby Takaya Thomas, Nooha Khan 

Mr. McDonald Afifa Ibnat, Jermaine Milette  

Mr. Gulley Showmmo Roy, Alexis Burns 

Mr. Makki Qudsia Fawad, Rayyan Rahman 

Mr. Liu Inaaya Majabin, Kenji McGhee, Fathia Honore 

Mr. Tiller Labid Haque, Rayana Hopkin 

Ms. Maleganovski Cheska Chan 

Mr. Bennett Mirisan Ravindran, Afifa Bukhari, Huzaifa Ashraf 

Mr. Lieu Jeff Tan, Sreya Tahsin 

Mr. Kaudelka Kalisha Grant, Ciara Nicholson 

Mr. Maharaj Fazilat Mansouri 

Ms. Gavas Konstantinos Georgiou Ayman Al-Mahdaly 

Mr. Allcock Masudah Haque, Adam Sanger, Alex Sarkozi 

Ms. Katzmann Ivan Haque, Rayne Robinson 

 

In the month of January, we will be recognizing students who demonstrate the character 

attribute of teamwork.  Your child can show teamwork by helping to complete a household 

chore with other members of the family, working with peers in a group to complete school 

assignments, participating in a sport and working as part of a team to be successful, or by 

taking responsibility in household chores for the benefit of the family.  Questions to discuss 

with your child might include:  What does it mean to be a team player at home and to be an 

integral part of the family?  How do you deal appropriately with conflict when it occurs 

during teamwork?  What are some of the ways to resolve some of the arguments that occur 

at home?  Sometimes a teammate may have to make a sacrifice so that the team can succeed.  

What does this mean?  Projects you can do together to encourage teamwork and 

sportsmanship can include playing games as a family to develop teamwork and good 

sportsmanship, or participating in sports or leisure activities together and encourage 

communication, including active listening.  To encourage teamwork in your child, stress the 

importance of teamwork and the aspects of being a team player that make being on a team 

worthwhile.  Stress the importance of being willing to work and play with others at school, in 

the home, and in the community.  Share a story that will help your child understand that 

sometimes “fair” does not mean “equal”. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


