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Principal’s Message 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

It’s been another great month at Warden Avenue P.S.   

 

Teachers are constantly assessing and evaluating student progress in the classroom.  

Next month, on November 12th, you will receive your child’s progress report card.  This 

report card will indicate how your child is progressing in each subject s/he takes, as 

well as provide an assessment of the incredibly important learning skills which are so 

significant in achieving and exceeding standards in curriculum.  After receiving the 

progress report card, each parent is invited to participate in a parent/teacher 

interview to further discuss each child’s progress.  This year, the interviews will take 

place on Thursday, November 14th after school, and in the morning of Friday, 

November 15th.  Please mark this time on your calendar as a critical opportunity to 

speak with your child’s teachers about her/his progress, and what you can do to 

further support your child’s success at Warden Avenue.  Please try to attend on 

Friday morning, as our interviews on Thursday night are always very busy.  Don’t 

forget to schedule time with rotary teachers! 

 
The Accepting Schools Act 

 

On June 5, 2012, the Accepting Schools Act passed final reading in the Ontario 

Legislature. The Act requires all school boards to take preventative measures against 

bullying, issue tougher consequences for bullying, and support students who want to 

promote understanding and respect for all. 

 

This legislation will strengthen the policies and procedures that are in place in our 

Board to support our schools and classrooms across the system. Currently, Principals 

are expected to report incidents, notify parents and provide supports for students 

who need them. When the legislation is fully implemented, there will be a new 

definition of bullying, enhanced supports for students and parents, school climate 

surveys and reporting by professionals such as psychologists and social workers. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do?locale=en&BillID=2549


Trick or Treaters 

 
 

 

It would be greatly appreciated if you would monitor and limit the number of treats 

students bring to school in the days following Halloween.  A general rule of thumb is to 

bring a single item to enjoy during each recess. We ask for restricted candy at school 

as it hinders students’ attention levels within the classroom and greatly increases the 

amount of litter in our school yard and school.   
 

Please be careful this Halloween and follow these safety tips: 

 Carry a flashlight 

 Walk, don’t run 

 Stay in your own neighbourhood 

 Obey traffic signals and cross safely 

 Stay on sidewalks and don’t cut across yards or driveways 

 Wear reflective tape or markings on costumes 

 Don’t touch unfamiliar pets along the way 

 Trick or treat with an adult 

 Don’t eat candies along the way 

 Throw away any opened candy or anything that may have been tampered with  

 

 

Blood Donation Drive 

 
Canadian Blood Services will be running a blood donor clinic at General Crerar P.S. on 

Tuesday, November 12th from 3 – 7pm.  

General Crerar is located at 30 McGregor Road and has both a parking lot & on street 

parking available. If you are a regular blood donor or looking to donate for the first 

time, please come out and join us to help out. 

You can simply drop by on Nov. 12th or you can  book your appointment online @ 

www.blood.ca or call 1-888-2-DONATE. 

 

 

 

Literacy and Numeracy Support for Grade 7 and 8 Students 

 
You will be delighted to know starting this December, Warden Avenue PS will be 

offering after school Literacy and Numeracy Support sessions for any grade 7 and 8 

students interested in getting extra help with their school work.  Information will be 

sent out to all parents shortly. For any immediate questions you may have please 

forward any inquiry you have to Mr. Bennett, or check with your child’s teacher at 

interviews. 

 

 

 

http://www.blood.ca/


 

Safety and Security 

 
The safety and security of our students is always of paramount importance.  For 

this reason, we are again reminding parents of the procedures that we request 

ALL parents follow: 

 Remain outside the school at entry and dismissal times.  Do NOT enter the 

parking lot or the school. 

 Yard supervision does not begin until 8:40 in the morning and at 12:25 at lunch; 

please do not send your child to school before those times unless they are part 

of a supervised activity. 

 When driving your child to school or picking your child up, do not enter the 

school parking lot, and please be respectful of the school bus loading zones – 

look for the cones on the sidewalk – this is our “Kiss and Ride” drop off zone. 

 If you need to pick up your child before the end of the school day, please 

check in at the office; you will be asked to sign your child out.  We need to be 

able to account for the whereabouts of all our students. 

 If you are volunteering at the school, please sign in at the office and wear a 

‘visitor’ pass. 

 Call for an appointment if you wish to meet with your child’s teacher or with 

the principal or vice-principal. 

 If your child is biking to school, please ensure that s/he follows the law and 

wears a helmet. 

 Please pick up your child promptly at dismissal times – we cannot provide 

supervision for children in the school at lunch or after school unless your child 

is in an activity. 

 Please remind your child to never walk through our parking lot – it’s a busy place 

and not safe for pedestrians! 

 

Terry Fox Highest Donor 

 
Hi, guys, it’s me, Olivia Myers and I am in grade 6 and I won the Terry Fox fundraising 

event for the month of September.  I raised $101.35.  I’m writing you this letter to 

tell you how I raised it and why.  So I guess you guys are wondering why I didn’t keep 

the money for myself.  Well, I’m going to tell you right now.  I didn’t keep that money 

for myself because I really care about cancer because so many kids have cancer and 

so many kids die from cancer.  I think they should be able to live their life to the 

fullest without any problems at all.  Also three people have had cancer in my family:  

my grandparents and my great aunt had cancer.  Two people survived from cancer, my 

great aunt and my great grandmother.  Unfortunately, my great grandfather passed 

away because of cancer.  I really want them to find a cure for cancer and that’s the 

truth and so does my family.  Our family fights with cancer is how I was able to raise 

that much money.  My family sponsored me because we had three fights with cancer.  

Well, that’s all I have to say, so bye! 

 

~ Olivia Myers, grade 6 



Message from Councillor Berardinetti’s Office 

 
Earlier this year the Principal at Warden Avenue Public School and the parents of 

students who live in your neighbourhood asked Councillor Michelle Berardinetti to 

place a safety fence around the Warden Avenue Stormwater Management Pond. 

Concerns with child safety and possibility of a child drowning in the pond were central 

to their concerns. After reviewing this matter with senior Management from Toronto 

Water, it was deemed that this particular pond has a steep slope and temporary 

orange fencing was placed around the perimeter for the safety of neighbourhood 

children. 

 

After this, Councillor Berardinetti conducted two on-site meetings with senior staff 

from several City departments on the type of permanent fencing available and also 

about the upkeep of this pond. The Councillor requested that City staff replace the 

temporary fence with a black steel picket fence that is an upgraded option and that 

will enhance the appearance of the pond while providing an increased level of safety 

around the pond. 

 

The purpose for planting the shrubs around the pond is to develop a natural vegetation 

fence to address the public safety concerns as well as to keep ducks and geese from 

impacting on water quality. 

 

Toronto Water staff will cut back and maintain bushes on a yearly basis. Toronto 

Water will dredge the pond when sediment rises to 50% capacity as per the design 

standards for the pond.  

 

The new fence is to be installed this fall. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Councillor Berardinetti at 416-392-0213 or at 

councillor_berardinetti@toronto.ca 

 
~ Michael Giles 

Executive Assistant to Councillor Michelle Berardinetti 

Ward 35, Scarborough Southwest 

Remembrance Day      

 

On Friday, November 8, 2013, our school will mark Remembrance Day with a school 

assembly. During Remembrance Day, our teachers make connections between global 

events and students' lives by promoting peace within our school community.  On this 

solemn occasion, our staff, students, parents, and the wider community all join 

together in a call for peace. This year’s Remembrance Day marks the 68th anniversary 

of the end of World War II. It’s also the 95th anniversary of the end of the First 

World War. 

mailto:councillor_berardinetti@toronto.ca


 
 

Cross Country Report 
 

It is early morning. The low lying fog obscures the runners’ feet as they circle the 

field. The grass is cold and wet; treacherously slick with morning dew. In the distance 

a whistle blows; the runners are forced to pick up the pace.  

It is late afternoon. The sun beats down on the runners as they descend the steep hill, 

run across the park and ascend the other hill. The ever-present whistle urges them on 

to more speed, to attack the hills, over and over again.  

Is this some form of torture? No.  Welcome to Warden Avenue P.S. cross country 

practice. A small but hardy group of runners joined Mr. McDonald and Ms. Thompson 

morning and afternoon and literally ran their hearts out. A dozen runners represented 

our school at the East Conference Meet. Delon, Ciara, Kiara, Sakib, Ehab, Reiland,  

Sarah A., Cherry, Sarah S., Nabeel, Muaad and Magilan ran their best and represented 

Warden proudly.  

Delon placed 3rd in his race and was joined at the East Finals by Ehab, Nabeel, and 

Muaad. They again competed to the best of their ability and showed good 

sportsmanship at not qualifying to move on to the City Finals.  

It was a great season and all those who tried out for the team are to be congratulated 

for their hard work and perseverance. We hope to see you all again next year!! 

 

Grade 4 Trip to ROM 

 
On Thursday, October 24th, Ms. Roulston's grade 4 students went on a field trip to 

the R.O.M. The students attended the special exhibit Mesopotamia: Inventing Our 

World, which was led by an educator facilitator from the museum. We learned about 

the geography and climate of the area and how it impacted where people lived. We 

also learned about the influence of this culture on our knowledge of domesticating 

plants and animals for food. After the exhibit and a lunch break, we were able to tour 

the museum on our own. The students most enjoyed the bat cave and wildlife exhibits 

as well as the rocks and minerals displays. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Warden Avenue Clothing Drive 

 
Warden Avenue P.S. is working with its students to collect gently used clothing and 

linens.  All shapes, sizes, and ages are needed.   All donations go to a great community 

agency called New Circles which provides clothing to community 

residents. Bagged donations can be brought to school any day before December 1. 

Thank you for supporting our clothing drive! 
 
 
 
 
 



Successful Parent-Teacher Interviews  

 

As parent teacher interviews are upon us, we encourage you to take this opportunity 

to find out about your child's progress. Progress reports will be sent home November 

12th.   Below are some questions and tips that you may find useful for the interview. 

Interpreters are available. Please contact your child's teacher or indicate your 

requirements on the parent-teacher interview form. 

 

Great Questions to Ask 

- What skills does my child need to work on?  

- What activities can we do at home to strengthen those skills?  

- Does my child complete his/her work and assignments efficiently and 

conscientiously?  

- Is my child facing any struggles in class not related to her/his schoolwork?  

 

Interview Tips 

- Talk to your child about school before the interview. Ask how they think they are 

doing and how the teacher can help them meet their goals.  

- Get an idea of what the curriculum is like, the level your child is working at, and 

areas where they are struggling.  

- Make a list of what you want to know before you go into the interview. You can even 

prepare questions ahead of time if it will make you feel more at ease. Knowing what 

you want to know and writing it down ensures that you don't forget anything, and that 

you get the information you need.  

- Be open and honest. Feel free to add your own observations around your child's 

behaviour, strengths and weaknesses.  

 

- Find out what they're learning. Ask curriculum questions, find out what your child 

has learned and what is coming up in the term ahead. Know the skills your child will 

need to be successful in the term ahead (i.e. knowing how to multiply and divide 

fractions).  

- Ask about strengths and weaknesses and possible problems. Find out about problems 

before they happen. This information will allow students to get help before they fall 

behind.  

- Find out how often and how much homework is being assigned as it relates to the 

TDSB's Homework Policy. Also ask if your child is completing his/her homework 

regularly, how long the work assigned should take to complete and does the teacher 

check the homework regularly and provide feedback. The answers to these questions 

will help you better monitor your child's work habits.  

- Ask what you can do at home to help your child. Make a commitment to support your 

child's learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Guidance Department 

Student Development 

Skills in this area of a young person’s development help both inside and outside of the 

school setting. They assist students in becoming better learners and goal setters well 

into adulthood. 

Many of these qualities are achieved on a daily basis in all subject areas as students 

learn more about themselves, about their learning styles and what it takes to be 

successful. 

It is important that the school, home and community work together to help young 

people to develop into life long learners. The following are examples of how each can 

assist in providing opportunities for Student Development: 

 

School 

 the agenda program or other methods of tracking homework 

 the “Annual Education Plan” (myBlueprint.ca) 

 TDSB Homework Policy 

 teaching goal setting      

 

Home       

   

 scheduling a homework time 

 attending parent interviews 

 asking daily to see homework and the agenda 

Community 

 library programs 

 after school clubs 

 summer school programs 

 

 

Eco Planting at Warden Avenue! 

 
We’re sure you have noticed the beautiful ornamental trees and shrubs that have been 

planted in the front of the school by our intrepid grade 6, 7, and 8 eco-club members.  

We have certainly appreciated their willingness to dig holes and move mulch – but we 

feel it is also important to acknowledge that the trees and shrubs are a donation from 

our community partners!  Huge thanks to Ray, the manager at Home Depot at Curity 

Avenue, as well as Paul, the manager of Greenspace Landscaping at 797 O’Connor 

Drive.  Beautifying our school grounds is an important part of our work, and your 

donations are greatly appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Model Schools Paediatric Health Initiative-Paul D. Steinhauer Clinic 

 

FREE FLU SHOT CLINIC FOR 
STUDENTS & PARENTS 

Operated by Access Alliance Multicultural Health and Community 
Services 

at George Webster School 

 
November 21 (10- 4 PM) 

 
CALL to book your appointment time:  

647-460 9949 
 

Hindi, Urdu & Tamil Language Services will be available on the clinic days. 

 
A few facts about the flu:  

 The flu is also called INFLUENZA  
 Influenza is a contagious disease that can easily be spread to 

others.  
 By getting the flu shot, you can protect yourself and others from 

the virus. 
 You cannot get sick from the flu shot! 
 If your child is under 9 years of age, and is receiving the vaccine 

for the first time, you will need to schedule two shots, one on each 
of the clinic days.  

 

Protect yourself and your family! 
 

 



 

The following students have been recognized by their teachers for demonstrating 

October’s character attribute:  Responsibility. 

 

 

   

 

Ms. Nick Ahnaf Tajwar, Hamza Tayyab, Yindra Kar 

Ms. Chapman Mayei Kojo, Talia Miller-Lewis, Chase Delgado 

Ms. Reyes Julia Gordon, Daniyah Ibrahim, Rohaan Ziah 

Mrs. Orfao Aliyah Thomson 

Ms. Violot Hannah Duong, Rusul Tuma 

Ms. McCalla Ameena Chowdhury, James Lin 

Ms. Small Elakshan Elangatharan, Carmen Molina 

Mr. McDonald Kalisha Grant, Devin Faulkner 

Ms. Maleganovsi Ciara Nicholson Auheen Syed 

Ms. Jayarah Raha Sattar, Deeda Aubi 

Ms. Roulston Mithuran Ravindran, Kavisha Narayan, Arpit Das 

Ms. Lieu Sarah Abualdeber, Wahid Popal 

Mr. Bennett Sadman Hossain, Avinandita Das  

Mr. Stamatopoulos Dante Gentles, Tyler Hayward, Sarah Shahab 

Mr. Bigioni Ranie Ahmed, Nafis Mahmud, Safwan Islam 

Ms. Thompson Jeffrey Saltat,  Uswa Sattar 

Mr. Makki Camar Francis, Nashawn Mornix 

Ms. Gavas Kerrisa Nicholson 

Mr. Maharaj Marian Solomon 

 

In the month of November, we will be recognizing students who demonstrate the 

character attribute of empathy. 

Questions to discuss with your child about this characteristic might include:  What is 

empathy? How can we show empathy?  Projects you can do together to promote 

empathy include engaging your child in volunteer opportunities, such as helping at the 

food bank or other community organizations.  You can encourage discussions when 

reading or watching the news about how those involved might feel.  To encourage 

empathy in your child, encourage discussion, and expose your child to the language of 

emotions.  Talk with your child about the importance of showing empathy through 

helping others.  Share your own feelings with your child, allowing her or him the 

opportunity to be empathetic.  Allow your child to express her or his feelings, 

regardless of whether they are positive or negative.   



 

! 
 
 


